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Abstract

False smut of rice caused by the ascomycetous fungus, , the perfect stage being

is an emerging disease worldwide. The pathogen is a slow grower and is difficult to

culture. Studies were made on suitable isolation method for the fungus and observations on the pathogen

biology under were done. The chlamydospores of the pathogen on germination produced germ

tubes or secondary conidia and after one month of incubation it produced pseudosclerotia in culture,

containing chlamydospores. The perfect stage of the pathogen, was observed under

artificial culture conditions for the first time.
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